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Abstract 

Higher Education in Zimbabwe has expanded phenomenally since the attainment of political 
independence in 1980. Most of the growth took place from the mid-1990’s, during the period 
when the World Bank and international development agents were advocating for basic and 
primary education rather than higher education.  
 
More recently however, focus has shifted from quantitative expansion to a new thrust on 
relevance and quality, in attempts to align it more with the national vision 2030, to be an 
Upper Middle-Income country. In his presentation,  
 
Professor Charles Nherera examines factors that have influenced these developments and 
whether the efforts are yielding the expected outcomes.  
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Professor Charles Muchemwa Nherera holds the following 
qualifications: Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) degree in Technology 
Education from the University of London Institute of Education in 
England; Master of Arts (MA) degree in Technology Education from 
the University of Linkoping in Sweden; Bachelor of Education 
Degree (B.Ed.) degree from the University of Exeter in England; a 
Secondary Teaching Diploma from Gweru Teachers College and a 
Higher Stage Certificate in Principles of Management from the 
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He is a full-time Professor at the University of Zimbabwe, in the Faculty of Education, 
Department of Technical Education. He was the Founding Vice Chancellor of the Chinhoyi 
University of Technology and former Pro Vice Chancellor at the Women's University in 
Africa.  
 
He has also held other positions of responsibility that include being a member of the 
University of Venda Council; member of the Research Council of Zimbabwe International 
Research Symposium Organising Committee. 
  



Professor Nherera currently holds the following positions in different organisations: 
 

1. Member of the United Kingdom Research and Innovation (UKRI) International 
Development Peer Review College, under the Global Challenges Research Fund 
(GCRF).  

2. Member of the Board of Governors of the Zimbabwe Institute of Public Administration 
and Management (ZIPAM). 

3. Council Member of the Arrupe Jesuit University in Harare. 
4. Peer Reviewer for the Zimbabwe Council for Higher Education (ZIMCHE). 
5. Editorial Board Member of the Zimbabwe Journal of Educational Research (ZJER). 
6. Founder and Executive Director of the Academic Research Centre (https://arc.ac).  

 
 

All are welcome. Tea and Coffee will be available 
 
 
To register, click on the following link: 
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/higher-education-in-zimbabwe-shifting-with-new-thrusts-and-

dynamics-tickets-74025069977?ref=estw  


